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The article in question was written for the Edinburgh
Review. But its refusal was managed there on the
ground that it would be " highly unbecoming" to
publish anything when the enquiry is in progress and
the Court Martial coming on.

Mr. Higgins said even then that he could easily
publish it elsewhere,1

He was told that all ex parte discussion before the
trial should be deprecated.

I understand that the article itself is not pro anybody,
and that it hits out pretty evenly at everybody con-
cerned.

Mr. Higgins was also told that Crawley's friends
might, by way of transferring the trial to a Civil Court,
take proceedings against any journal commenting so
freely, on his character.

I understand that Mr. Higgins, tho' animated by his
strong natural and national love of a " row," has a
very sincere feeling towards yourself and Sir Wm.
Mansfield, and has no intention of saying or doing
what is likely to be inconvenient (but, alas 1 the love
of writing something " smart," what Irish ink-bottle
can resist it ?); that with regard to Smales, no one is
for him, but that the W.O. seems to be in a false position,
viz. by treating him as if guilty of misconduct in his
office of Paymaster, and yet not taking direct pro-
ceedings against him or his sureties.

But this is only an "emergent" from the great
Crawley case, and has no direct bearing upon it. But
it is merely on this point that there is an apparent case
for Smales.

However,,! would not trust that there is not more

* As one of Tliackeray's most intimate friends Higgins nad great &ta-
enoe with the Gavnhill.